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TMC:Southeast         Januar y 2016  

NEWSLETTER 
La Macchina Spor t i va di Pr est ig io Ital iana 

 
 

Winter 

 

Now there is a lovely word (yes, I’m being sarcastic). Winter is that time of year when we walk into our garag-

es and just stare, as we daydream about being in those beautiful Maseratis, on an open road, at full chat. How-

ever, while the Maseratis are in the garage, that doesn’t mean we need to be stuck in our houses. And so, eight-

een members of The Maserati Club met for dinner at K-Town Tavern (formerly the Peerless Restaurant), in 

Knoxville, TN. Unfortunately, I was not able to attend, but it reminds me of a quote from the movie Ground-

hog Day. Phil, our stuck-in-time weather man, is addressing those awaiting the weather forecast from a sooth-

sayer rodent. Now I’m paraphrasing here, but the line goes like this: 

When Chekhov saw the long winter, he saw a winter bleak and dark and bereft of hope. Yet we know that win-

ter is just another step in the cycle of life. But sitting here among the members of The Maserati Club and bask-

ing in the warmth of their hearths and hearts, I couldn’t imagine a better fate than a long and lustrous winter. 

A nice thought, but I want warmer weather. What’s up with you members in Florida? 

Speaking of Florida, there is a new dealership opening in Daytona Beach. The building should be completed 

sometime in February, with cars arriving at the same time. The website can be found at: 

http://www.maseratialfaromeoofdaytona.com/ 

Rick Laney is the Sales & Leasing Specialist there. As we support our Maserati dealership network, be sure to 

say, “Hello” to Rick and tell him you’re a member of the Southeast Chapter of the club. Rick is also starting a 

personalized website, which is not yet operational, that will include all Italian marques, with plenty of pictures 

and videos. Rick is looking for it to be ready in the next few weeks. It can be found at: 

http://www.italianautolovers.com/ 

Be sure to check it out. 

Need a source for a new wiring harness? Christian Fahrig, of CF - electrique in Böhlen, Germany is producing 

them for several classic cars, including Maseratis. He can be contacted at: 

www.oldtimer-electrique.de 

or through Facebook at: 

https://www.facebook.com/CF-electrique-Christian-Fahrig-829696530485476/ 

http://www.maseratialfaromeoofdaytona.com/
http://www.italianautolovers.com/
http://www.oldtimer-electrique.de/http:/www.oldtimer-electrique.de/
https://www.facebook.com/CF-electrique-Christian-Fahrig-829696530485476/
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As there are several dates not yet set in stone, this 

newsletter will list upcoming events, but provide no 

detail for some. Additional details will be provided 

as they come in and in a future newsletter at the 

beginning of spring. If you have anything you’d like 

to add or contribute for future newsletters, please e-

mail me at gsanderson99@yahoo.com. 

 

New and Upcoming 

New Members 

 

The Maserati Club:Southeast Chapter would like to 

welcome Mark and Holly Murphy, from Cumming, 

GA and Bill Russek, from Palm Beach Gardens, FL 

to the club. Please make them feel welcome. 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

Friday, March 4th through Sunday, March 6th, 

2016 - Townsend, TN - Fellow member Dan Cap 

had put together a nice weekend event that was 

cancelled due to inclement weather. I asked Dan if 

we could plan it for another weekend and we have a 

tentative date. More details will follow very soon as 

we get things finalized. 

 

Friday, April 22nd through Sunday, April 24th, 

2016 - TMC:SE Spring Rally, TBD - The TMC:SE 

Spring Rally is our annual, members-only event and 

it is highly attended. As it has been hosted in 

Tennessee for the last few years, I will be hosting it 

in a different state this year. Georgia was my first 

choice, but things did not work out as hoped, so I am 

currently looking for a new location. If you have any 

ideas, please let me know. I will be working on a 

North Carolina location this week, but that is a work 

in process. 

 

Friday, May 13th through Saturday, May 14th, 

2016 - Atlanta Motoring Festival & Concours 

d’Elegance - Alpharetta, Georgia - 2016 will be the 

inaugural year for this event, organized by Jaguar 

Club member and Atlanta Jazz Festival organizer, 

Philip Carol. Friday will feature a drive with the 

concours on Saturday. Saturday night will be the 

awards dinner. If you want even more cars, the 33rd 

British Motorcar Day will take place at Roswell City 

Hall. Perhaps Sandy’s new Jaguar XF Sport will 

make an appearance. Proceeds will benefit St. Jude 

Children Research and Shriner’s Atlanta Children’s 

Hospital. Ivan (and the always welcome to TMC:SE 

events, Dave Kirkman) are on the steering 

committee, so we know it will be worth attending! 

 

 

Sunday, June 12th through Sunday, June 19th, 

2016 - Citta della Musica - The Alfa Romeo 

Owners Club 2016 National Convention - I know 

that this is not a Maserati event, but I also know that 

some Maserati owners also own (or at least 

appreciate) Alfa Romeos. This notification is for 

those individuals. Please look at the website for 

details. 

 

Thursday, July 14th through Sunday, July 17th, 

2016 - Keeneland Concours d’Elegance - 

Lexington, KY - A regularly attended event for the 

club, especially last year, where Maserati was 

featured for their centennial. More details will follow 

shortly. 

 

Mid September - Coppa Alpina - A Ferrari Club 

event, we are regularly invited. No details are 

available at this time. 

 

Saturday, October 8th through Sunday, October 

9th, 2016 - The Atlanta Concours d’Elegance - 

Chateau Elan Resort & Winery, Braselton, GA - 

2016 is also an inaugural year for this event. The 

organizers are aiming high on this one, looking to be 

compared to Amelia Island and Pebble Beach, so I 

am looking toward a sponsorship role for The 

Maserati Club. Saturday will comprise of a Cars and 

Coffee gathering as well as a drive, with dinner 

honoring the charitable organizations that evening. 

Sunday will be the concours event with technical 

sessions, trunk shows and winery tours throughout. 

 

Mid October - EURO Auto Festival - Another 

regularly attended event, no details are available at 

this time. 

mailto:gsanderson99@yahoo.com
http://www.atlmotoringhttp:/www.atlmotoringfest.org/home.html
http://www.atlmotoringhttp:/www.atlmotoringfest.org/home.html
http://www.alfa2016.com/
http://keenelandconcours.com/
http://atlantaconcours.org/
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Maserati to Compete in the 2016 GT4 

Championships 

 

After a successful race series, the Maserati Trofeo 

World Series, Maserati is returning to the race 

track with its GranTurismo MC which will 

compete in the international GT4 series. The 

Maserati GranTurismo MC is a fusion of 

aerodynamics and style and its racing pedigree 

makes it a steadfast contender. 
 

The return to the GT cadet category comes after a 

debut in the 2009 European GT4 championship. It is 

also the result of the positive feedback from the 'test 

races' at some of the world’s leading tracks this past 

year competing at Road America, Laguna Seca and 

Misano raceway. Next season, Maserati will be 

battling on two fronts: in the US Pirelli World 

Challenge and in European GT4 championships. 

Over 20 cars with 10 different teams have already 

confirmed their participation. 

 

The modifications needed for GT4 homologation 

were mainly applied to the engine and the 

aerodynamics of the vehicles. The car's overall 

technical make-up will remain unchanged: the 4.7L 

V8 engine, electro-actuated transmission with paddle

-shift commands and a curb weight of 3,108 lbs will 

remain. The fitting of an air scoop will reduce the 

car's power output to 430 hp from its current 488 hp 

while a newly-designed rear spoiler and modified 

diffuser will bring the car's performance into line 

with that of the other GT4 cars. 

 

 

The GranTurismo MC’s final set up will be 

established during the official pre-championship BoP 

tests where the GT4 SRO homologation standards 

will be completed. Maserati will be on hand to 

provide technical support and replacement parts for 

the teams that take part in the main series, putting into 

use all the experience and know-how built up over six 

years in the Maserati Trofeo. 

 

"The Pirelli World Challenge, and the updated 

European GT4 series, is an excellent opportunity for 

Maserati and all those teams and clients who would 

like to race with marque saturated with such a strong 

sporting character and rich history. This series is 

highly competitive and professional; a perfect venue 

to showcase Maserati’s capabilities", said Roberto 

Bozzi, Sales & Marketing Motorsport Manager for 

Maserati. 

 

Maserati will be tracking the performance of the 

teams competing in the USA and in Europe. There 

will be a special award for the best Maserati driver 

and team; which will be announced just before the 

start of the 2016 season. "It is an incentive and 

recognition for drivers and teams that will again lead 

Maserati's fight against top competition in the 

market", said Roberto Bozzi. 

 

 

Rolex Sydney-Hobart Yacht Race 

 

Giovanni Soldini and Maserati crew finish fourth 

in Rolex Sydney Hobart Yacht Race, their final 

outing aboard the Italian VOR 70  
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“It was a fantastic race!”: the words of Giovanni 

Soldini as he disembarked from Maserati at Hobart, 

having just crossed the finish-line of the 71st Sydney 

Hobart Yacht Race in fourth position. “Yet again 

Maserati proved herself a solid boat and she got 

excellent preparation. We also managed to avoid 

damaging anything. The crew was excellent too: very 

tight and efficient. We had a bit of everything thrown 

at us in this race. At the start, we ended up with three 

buoys and at least 50 metres of line tangled around 

the keel and wasted a good half-hour freeing 

ourselves of them. The other competitors had flown 

on ahead about a dozen miles by then. When we got 

going again though, we decided to just do our own 

race, cool and calm. And it turned out very well. The 

sailing was excellent for the first part of the race, 

both in terms of the front and beating all the way to 

Tasmania. We were always on the button when the 

wind turned and we had some great angles. In fact, 

we managed to not only catch up with Ragamuffin, a 

100’, but also engage her in a fabulous match race. 

Unfortunately though, a high pressure area arrived 

and Ragamuffin was able to make a speed of 10 

knots in a five-knot wind. Plus we also got stuck in a 

couple of big clouds with absolutely no wind. The 

arrival into Tasmania wasn’t entirely favourable to 

us either. In the end, we managed to get beyond the 

high pressure area, catch a northerly and then made 

landfall at Hobart with the spi out. This marks the 

end of our adventure with the VOR 70 after three 

years of sailing around the world and I’m happy to 

have closed the circle on a high note”. 

 

Maserati’s tactician Matteo Ivaldi adds: “The 

incident at the start didn’t demoralise us. We 

managed to stay cool, calm and collected because 

we knew it was a very long race. It was an excellent 

race and just a pity that we had that enforced halt in 

a windless bubble. We are satisfied though because 

the wind jumped around a lot: in the space of a few 

minutes, we would go from a 30-knot tailwind to 

beating into a 40-knotter. That was when a lot of 

boats had breakages and were forced to retire. We 

did a good job of dealing with the situation. Finding 

ourselves just a few miles from the 100 footers was 

very satisfying. An excellent experience that I want 

to repeat again right away!” 

 

 

Life in the Fast Lane 
 

My friends think I live in the fast lane and nothing 

seems to slow me down. Owning a Maserati, or more 

in the case of several members, is part of that 

perception. But my friends don’t seem to understand 

the realities of owning Italian cars, including 

Maseratis. In my case, I have a 1989 Spyder named 

“Marinella”, purchased in parts from fellow member 

Kai. The engine sits in a stand and needs a new cam 

box cover. The body sits in a rotisserie, awaiting 

paint prep, which I can’t seem to find time for. It’s 

scheduled for paint in March, and that is not far 

away. The rest of the parts have been cataloged and 

placed in boxes on shelves. They call to me quite 

often. I also have a 1994 Biturbo named 

“Michelina”, in need of parts, some of which I have, 

as well as a respray. It has been sitting in that 

condition for a few years. In fact, it has been that 

way so long, I think about doing what I thought was 

unthinkable just a few years ago. Putting a Chevrolet 

Performance 350 motor in it and using it as a daily 

driver during the nicer months. Or as a track car for 

DE days. What has kept me from doing so is 

something that was said when I purchased the car 

back in 1993, and registered it. According to the 

State of Michigan DMV database, the serial number 

is “1”. Someday I’ll find out if it was the first 

Biturbo imported to the U.S. These cars, along with 

others, sit in an 1,800 square foot pole barn that I 

can’t seem to find the time to finish dry walling, 

painting and finishing. 

 

On to the drivable Masers. I have a 1989 Series III 

Spyder named “Carla” sitting in the garage with 

electrical gremlins. They seem to stem from the fuse 

box, but finding time to remove, clean and repair it is 

not easy. The cold weather has not helped my desire 

to hang out in the garage either. And as to my 

beloved “Rosabella”, the 2009 Quattroporte GT 

Sport, with the lowered, MC suspension and other 

track mods? Well, she needs a new pair of shoes. 

And she has become spoiled, accepting nothing less 

than Michelin Pilot Super Sports in 285/30-20 sizing 

at $325 a piece, plus installation and high-speed 

balancing. Yep, life in the fast lane. That’s where I 

am. 


